Johns Creek
AGENDA REPORT

To: Planning Commission
From: Ben Song, Community Development Director
Agenda:  March 3, 2026 — Planning Commission

ltem: A-26-001 - To Amend Sections of the Zoning Ordinance Pertaining to Fence Regulations and
to Codify Permit Requirements for Fences

Item Summary
The Council initiated amendment to the Zoning Ordinance is to allow for the replacement of existing fences
adjacent to and visible from the right-of-way when such fences are impacted by a City or State road project.

Background

Section 4.11 of the Zoning Ordinance details the allowed materials for fences and walls related to residential
properties and Section 12E.3.C regulates fences and walls for nonresidential properties. Except for AG-1
zoned properties used for agricultural purposes, chain-link fencing is not permitted adjacent to public roads.

The Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) has a road improvement project on State Route 120
(Abbotts Bridge Road) between Medlock Bridge Road and Peachtree Industrial Boulevard. The current road
project impacts St. Ives Country Club along Abbotts Bridge Road, between the Chattahoochee River and
Parsons Road. Along this segment of State Route 120, St. Ives Country Club had an existing chain-link fence
adjacent to the existing right-of-way that was removed by GDOT.

Council has identified the need to allow for those residential developments impacted by city or state road
projects to be able to replace existing chain-link fencing adjacent to the right-of-way.

Recommendation

Staff recommends amending the following articles of the Zoning Ordinance to allow for chain-link fencing to
be replaced along the right-of-way when impacted by city or state road projects: Article IV — General
Provisions and Article XII-E. — Community Standards.

1. Modify Section 4.11 to include modification to Subsection D. and add new Subsection G for permit
requirement as follows:



BELEHON

ADDITION

Article IV, Sec. 4.11. Fences and Walls.
Fences and walls which conform to the provisions stated herein shall be permitted by the Community

Development Department. Fences-erected-foragricultural-purposes-in-the- AG-1-District-shall-be-exempt
from-permitrequirements:

A

Visibility Triangle. Fences, walls and vegetative materials used in association therewith must not
obstruct the minimum sight dlstance reqwrements which are specmed in the Clty of Johns Creek
Development Regulations. adrint , ity

Department.

Gates. No part of an automobile gate shall be located within 20 feet of a public right-of-way, nor
shall any gate or vehicle in any way obstruct a public right-of-way or the minimum sight distance
specified in the Development Regulations regardless of whether open, closed or in an
intermediate position. The distance measurement of the gate location shall be taken from the
closest point of the gate to the public right-of-way, measured perpendicularly in a straight line.

Maintenance of Required Landscape Areas. Landscape areas or strips required pursuant to this
section shall be maintained in accordance with the requirements of the Tree Preservation
Ordinance.

Fence and Wall Materials. The following standards shall apply to fences and walls.

1. Adjoining Right-of-Way. In all single-family detached dwelling developments, wire and
plastic fencing materials, including chain-link fencing with-plastic-orwoeden-inserts shall
not be used adjoining a street public right-of-way, except when replacing existing chain-link
fencing adjacent to the right-of-way due to impacts initiated by a City or State road project.
All chain-link fencing shall be black or hunter green vinyl coated. The architectural
treatment of poured concrete, common aggregate block or concrete block walls shall be
approved by the Director of the Community Development Department. This provision shall
not preclude the use of chain-link fencing as a security fence around storm water facilities.
See Article 42E-3-B;12E.3.C., Development Standards for Screening.

2. Fences Along All Property Lines. Walls and fences constructed along all property lines
shall be constructed with a finished side toward the neighboring property.

3. Barbed Wire. Barbed wire may be used in the AG-1 District as long as its use is associated
with a legitimate agricultural pursuit. Barbed wire shall not be approved for any single-
family dwelling lots including such lots which are located in the AG-1 District. Barbed wire

may be used for security strands only in altbutsingle-family-dwelling nonresidential zoning
districts at a height of at least 6 feet above grade.

4. Minimum Landscape Requirements. A minimum three-foot landscape strip shall be
provided between a fence or wall and a public right-of-way.

5. Where the Zoning Ordinance or zoning conditions require fences and walls to be
solid/opaque, the visual density of the fence shall be such that it cannot be seen through.
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Height. Fences and walls shall not exceed a height of eight feet from grade in residential
districts. Column and ornament heights are permitted to exceed the maximum fence/wall height
up to 3 feet.

Setback. Fences and walls shall be set back a minimum of 3 feet from a public right-of-way.

Permit Requirement. A fence permit is required when a new or replacement fence is located
adjacent to a public right-of-way, within the 75-foot stream buffer, and/or the 2,000-foot
Chattahoochee River Corridor. Fences erected for agricultural purposes in the AG-1 District
shall be exempt from permit requirements but must adhere to all regulations of this section.

2. Modify language to Section 12E.3.C. as follows:

Article XII-E., Section 12E.3.C.

C.

Screening.

1. Accessory site features located on the ground shall be screened from view from any public
right-of-way, any residential use, or any residential or AG-1 zoning category by one of the
following: placement behind the building, 100% opaque fencing, berm or vegetative screen
planted to buffer standards.

2. Flatroofs, roof mounted equipment and other accessories shall be screened from view
from the public rights-of-way, residential uses or any residential or AG-1 zoning category
by a parapet, gable roof, roof screen, an architectural feature. Roof equipment and roof
screens shall be finished to match the roof or parapet wall. When the relationship between
building roofs and adjoining public streets and/or residential developments make screening
of roof equipment impossible (e.g. road higher than roof), a parapet of no less than four
feet in height shall be installed.

3. Refuse areas and receptacles shall be placed in the least visible location from public
streets and shall be enclosed on 3 sides with opaque walls. The walls shall be made out of
exterior building materials allowed in section [12E.3.D.1.] The 4th side shall be an opaque
gate. Opaque walls shall be a minimum of 12 inches higher than the receptacle. Refuse
receptacles shall not be placed within 50 feet of an existing residential or AG-1
(Agricultural) zoning district.

4. Loading areas shall be screened from the public rights-of-way, any residential use, or any
residential or AG-1 zoning category by placement behind the main building, and with
fencing, vegetation or vegetation and earthen berms that are no less than 5 feet in height
at the time of planting.

5. All parking areas shall be screened from view from the public right-of-way with earthen
berms and/or evergreen shrubs planted at a height of no less than 36" as measured from
the top of curb of the parking areas.

6. Fencing and wall materials along public streets and side yards are restricted to wood
privacy fence, wrought iron, powder coated aluminum, brick, stone, iron, or white wood
picket fences, except where chain-link fencing is allowed in accordance with Article 4.11
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on AG-1 zoned land used for agricultural purposes and replacement of existing chain-link
fencing adjacent to a public right-of-way when impacted by a City or State road project.;

Ar] a

7. Chain-link fencing may be used along golf courses, play fields, other recreational areas, and
detention/retention facilities. All chain-link fencing shall be black or hunter green vinyl coated.

8.  Chain-link fencing, where allowed, shall be screened from right-of-way and residentially zoned
property with no less than one continuous row of evergreen shrubs with a height of 3 feet at time
of planting. Chain-link fences on AG-1 zoned land used for agricultural purposes shall be
exempt from screening requirements.

9. Retaining walls, if visible from the right-of-way or adjacent to residentially-zoned property, must
be faced with brick, stone or cast stone. Decorative walls or retaining walls shall be allowed in
the landscape strip, provided that they are faced with brick or stacked stone to match the
architectural building theme.

Attachments
1. Draft Amendment Ordinance
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